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Guitar Player Overcomes Great Odds to Lead Award-Winning Band

by G. L. Rockey

Billed as The Rock & Roll Capiral's
number one Surf Rock Band, KB and
the Riptides is led by guitarist Kirk “KB”
Sporck.

Sporck has spent his life defying the
odds, overcoming many hurdles o do
what he loves most — playing guitar.
Born with three fingers on his left hand
did not stop him when, as a youngsrer,
classmates laughed ac him. The laughter
made him even more determined to learn
to play guirar.

“It did make holding a pick more dif-
ficult and finger picking was a special
challenge, not to mention playing lefry
even though I am right-handed,” he
said. “Normally you play guitar on the
fret board with your left hand, and thar’s
called playing right-handed. I had to learn
to play lefi-handed, the way Jimi Hendrix
played.”

Early in life he hid his left hand “so0
]:rmp]r: wouldn't know,” he said, bur as
he grew older he came to embrace his
disability.
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those fingers that [ was not given at birth.
| would choose, if | could, to pass them
on to another who may have lost them in
an accident. My hand has helped shape
me — my mind, my compassion and my
life. It makes me even more unique.”
Sporck, as far as he knows, is the world’s
left-handed, lead
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instead of 10, he said with a smile.

In addition to playing guirar, Sporck is a
musical instrument technician, qualified o
build and modify guitars, Not only does he
love playing and building guitars, but he
also shares his knowledge by teaching gui-
tar at the Brecksville School of Music. For
more than 20 years he has raughr hundreds
of students from the surrounding area.

“I generally have 35 students a week,
and some have gone on to Berklee College
of Music in Boston and nfimerous other
music colleges, he said”

Students from Brecksville, Indepen-
dence, Broadview Heights, Richfield,
Akron, Cleveland and Garfield rake lessons
from Sporck.

Driginally from the Bedford-Walton
Hills area, Sporck went to Bedford High
Schoal and currently lives in Old Brook-
lyn. He originally started playing guitar on
his own, took lessons from friends and, in
junior high, studied music at Cuyahoga
Communty College, from which he gradu-
ated with honors,

Sporck’s interest in music was sparked
by headline groups of the 1970s like Led
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Zeppelin and The Rolling Stones. He has
been with KB and the Riptides for over 10
years. Other members of the trio are: Scon
Velardo (also a teacher at Brecksville School
of Music), who plays drums and percus-
sion, and Dave Kasl, who plays base guirar
and sings lead and backup vocals.

For recreation Sporck enjoys scuba diving
(he is a certified emergency first responder
rescue diver), tango dancing and visiting
places of adventure like Machu Picchu in
Peru and Angkor Wat in Cambeodia.

Ower the past decade, KB and the Rip-
tides became a fixture on the club and party
circuit pcrﬁ:&rming ar many communicy
events, including Brecksville’s Concert
on the Square. Additionally, they do an
annual Holiday Extravaganza to benefit
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charities. A year-end tradition, the trio
has produced the show for nine years.
No admission is charged, but donartions
are requested. Benehciaries of past shows
include Cleveland City Mission, Guiding
Eves for the Blind, Wigs for Kids, Waiting
Child Fund and more.

“This show is not about making money
to me, its my celebration of a childhood
dream of becoming a guirarist and per-
forming on a lighted stage,” Sporck said.

Currently working on a record, KB
and the Riprides was named Cleveland’s
2009 Best Surf Rock Band by Cleveland
Seene magazine, KB and the Riprides have
performed at many funcrions including
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Guirar
Mania, Taste of Cleveland, Cleveland

Metroparks Zoo, Cleveland ourdoor
lunchrime concert series and various car
show cruisc-ins.

Sporck is also a Cleveland Icon Award
recipient from the Cleveland Entertain-
ment Coalition, Other lcon Award recipi-
ents include Michael Stanley, Joe Walsh,
the Belkins and many other Cleveland
grears.

Most recently, KB and the Riprides
signed with Rock Capital Productions
and Talent Agency.

To learn more abour the band, hear
their music, book a performance or find
out where the trio is performing around
town, visit Web sites kbandrtheriptides.
com or gigmasters. com/beachband/
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